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U.S.  approves  U.N.  homosexual  decree 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  Obama 
administration  announced  March  18  its 
support  for  a  United  Nations  (UN)  declara¬ 
tion  urging  the  global  decriminalization  of 
homosexuality. 

The  news,  reported  by  the 
Associated  Press  (AP),  marked  a 
reversal  in  the  United  States'  position 
cm  a  non-binding  measure  consid 
ered  by  the  U.N.  General  Assembly 
Dec.  18.  At  that  time,  66  countries 
backed  the  barrier-breaking  declara¬ 
tion,  while  more  than  50  opposed  it 
and  the  remainder  of  the  l92  mem 
bers  abstained,  according  to  The 
New  York  Times. 

"The  United  States  supports  the 
U.N.'s  statement  on  human  rights, 
sexual  orientation  and  gender  ide 
ty  and  is  pleased  to  join  the  other  66 
U.N.  member  states  who  have 
declared  their  support  of  the  state¬ 
ment,"  State  Department  spokesman 
Robert  Wood  said,  according  to  AP. 

"The  United  States  is  an  outspo¬ 
ken  defender  of  human  rights  and 
critic  of  human  rights  abuses  around 
foe  world,"  Wood  said.  "As  such,  we 
join  with  other  supporters  of  this 
statement,  and  we  will  continue  to 
remind  countries  of  the  importance 
of  respecting  the  human  rights  of  all 
people  in  all  appropriate  internation¬ 
al  fora  (plural  for  forum).” 

The  UJM.  declaration  goes  beyond 
decriminalization,  according  to  the 
Family  Research  Council  (FRQ.  "It  con¬ 
demns  not  only  violence’  and  harass¬ 
ment,'  but  also  'stigmatization  and  prej¬ 
udice,'  terms  which  some  would  apply 
to  any  disapproval  of  homosexual  conduct, 
no  matter  now  peaceful  and  loving,”  FRC 
President  Tony  Perkins  wrote  in  his  March  18 
Washington  Update  e-mail. 

In  December,  officials  of  the  Bush 
administration  said  it  opposed  the  procla¬ 
mation  as  too  broad,  charging  it  might  be 
seen  as  an  effort  to  abrogate  states'  rights 
cm  such  issues  as  homosexual  marriage,'' 
according  to  The  Times. 

The  declaration  says  in  part,  "We  urge 
States  to  ensure  that  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions  based  on  sexual  orientatioi^or  gender 
identity  are  investigated  and  perpetrators 
held  accountable  and  brought  to  justice." 

"We  are  opposed  to  anv  discrimination, 
legally  or  politically,  but  the  nature  of  our 
federal  system  prevents  us  from  undertaking 
commitments  and  engagements  where  feder¬ 
al  authorities  don t  have  jurisdiction," 
Alejandro  Wolff,  he  deputy  permanent  US. 
representative  to  the  U.N.,  was  quoted  by 
Tne  Times  as  saying  in  December  —  but  after 
an  inter-agency  review,  the  Obama  adminis¬ 
tration  decided  he  declaration  would  not 
commit  the  US.  to  any  "legal  obligations," 
Wood  was  quoted  as  saying  m  AP. 

In  addition  to  the  US.,  other  U.N.  mem¬ 
bers  that  declined  to  endorse  the  declara¬ 
tion  were  he  Vatican,  China,  Russia,  and 
members  of  the  Organization  of  he  Islamic 
Conference,  The  Tunes  reported. 


Supporters  of  the  declaration  in 
December  included  the  27  members  of  he 
European  Union  as  well  as  Argentina, 
Australia,  Brazil,  Israel,  Japan,  and  Mexico, 
according  to  news  reports. 


United  Nations  complex  in  Manhattan 

In  a  Dec.  18  written  statement,  he 
Vatican  said  it  opposes  criminal  penalties 
for  homosexuality  and  violence  against 
homosexuals.  The  declaration,  however, 
"goes  well  beyond"  hose  issues,  it  said.  The 
classifications  of  sexual  orientation  and 
gender  identity  used  in  he  document  "find 
no  recognition  or  dear  and  agreed  defini¬ 
tion  in  international  law,"  he  Vatican  said. 

Seventy  U.N.  members  have  laws  against 
homosexuality,  according  to  AP.  The  death 
penalty  exists  for  homosexuality  in  seven 
countries,  Bloomberg  News  reported.  They 
are  Iran,  Mauritania,  Nigeria,  Saudi  Arabia, 
Sudan,  United  Arab  Emirates,  and  Yemen. 

Meanwhile,  California  Democratic  Sen. 
Barbara  Boxer  has  caused  growing  concern 
by  encouraging  the  United  States  to  ratify 
another  UN  treaty  that  would  allow  for 
what  critics  describe  as  government  intru¬ 
sion  in  parents'  lives. 

The  treaty  is  known  as  the  U.N. 
Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child.  "[The 
treaty]  treats  children  as  autonomous  beings 


The  treaty  calls  for  a  child  to  grow  up 
in  a  "family  environment,  in  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  happiness,  love  and  under¬ 
standing,”  according  to  the  treaty's  pre¬ 
amble.  Establishing  the  treaty  as  bind¬ 


ing  in  the  United  States  would  allow 
Congress  to  hold  ultimate  authority 
over  minors,  according  to  Concerned 
Women  for  America,  and  as  a  result, 
many  legal  issues  could  arise  among 
American  families.  ‘For  instance, 
spanking  could  be  considered 
abuse  under  the  treaty,  critics  say. 

Although  the  nearly  20-year-old 
UN  treaty  has  been  accepted  by  all 
countries  except  the  U.S.  and 
Somalia,  it  is  seen  as  a  dead  issue  in 
America  at  this  time.  The  treaty 
would  be  unlikely  to  gain  approval 
because  it  would  require  two- thirds 
of  the  Senate's  support  for  ratifica¬ 
tion  under  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Boxer  said  she  hopes  the  treaty  will 
provide  for  and  expand  children's 
rights.  "Children  deserve  basic  human 
rights. .  and  foe  convention  protects 
children's  rights  by  setting  some  stan¬ 
dards  here  so  that  the  most  vulnerable 
people  of  society  will  be  protected," 
Boxer  said  in  a  statement  to  Fox  News. 

Parental  Rights,  an  organization 
based  in  northern  Virginia  that  oper¬ 
ates  to  protect  child-parent  relation¬ 
ships,  has  also  expressed  its  concern 
about  the  treaty.  According  to 
Parental  Rights,  under  the  treaty: 

•  Parents  could  no  longer  disci¬ 
pline  their  children  with  spankings. 

•  Parents  would  no  longer  have 
authority  over  their  child's  religion. 

•  The  government  would  have  pri¬ 
mary  authority  to  override  every 
parental  decision. 

•  Christian  schools  would  be  pushed  to 
teach  "alternative  worldviews." 

•  Parents  could  not  opt  their  children 
out  of  sex  education. 

•  Children  would  not  need  parental  con¬ 
sent  for  abortions. 

The  substance  of  the  treaty  is  not  the 
only  concern  from  critics.  After  the  treaty  is 
signed,  it  requires  a  committee  to  oversee 
and  enforce  the  treaty.  The  committee  then 
suggests  what  a  country  needs  to  do  in 
compliance.  CWA  has  been  critical  of  not 
only  foe  Convention  cm  the  Rights  of  the 
Child  but  also  on  The  Convention  on  the 
Elimination  on  All  Foflns  of  Discrimination 
against  Women  (CEDAW). 

The  U.N.  Committee  on  CEDAW  has 
gone  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  enforce 
foe  treaty  in  countries  that  have  ratified  it, 
consistently  interfering  with  cultural  legal, 
and  personal  issues  in  countries. 
Concerned  Women  for  America  reported. 
Some  countries  had  to  change  all  of  their 
textbooks  and  teachings,  CWA  said. 

"There  are  outrageous  things  from  the 
committee  that  the  countries  must  do," 
Wright  said. 


Soldiers 


•  In  Maine,  a  bill  that  would  legalize 
homosexual  marriage  has  56  sponsors 
and  co-sponsors  in  the  151-member 
House  and  eight  sponsors  in  the  35-mem¬ 
ber  Senate. 

•  In  Washington  state,  a  bill  that  would 
expand  the  state's  domestic  partnerships 
law  to  grant  same-sex  couples  all  the  legal 
benefits  of  marriage  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
vote  of  30-18  March  10,  and  now  heads  to 
die  state  House. 

•  In  Illinois,  a  bill  that  would  legalize 
same-sex  civil  unions  and  provide  all  the 
legal  benefits  of  marriage  passed  a  House 
committee  4-3  on  March  5  and  now  heads 
to  five  full  chamber.  ..  . 

•  In  New  Jersey,  Gov.  Jon  Corzine  made 


TT'Xominating  the  news  lately  has 
I  /been  the  Obama  administration's 

1 _ /  recent  announcement  that 

American  taxpayers  will  begin  funding 
die  destruction  of  human  beings  at  the 
embryonic  stage  for  their  stem  cells. 
Before  that  it  was  the  new  President's 
quick  lifting  of  restrictions  on  using  tax¬ 
payers'  money  to  facilitate  abortions  in 
other  countries.  Before  that  it  was... 
_  Well,  before  that  it  was  a  story 
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just  as  important  but  the  news 
whizzes  by  us  at  such  breakneck 
speed  that  most  of  us  can't  even 
remember  what  it  was.  Just  as 
we  are  formulating  our  response 
to  the  pressing  current  issue, 
there  are  a  half-dozen  more 
coming  right  at  us  like  a  run¬ 
away  freight  train.  It's  hard  to 

HR  the  nature  of  the  mod¬ 
em  24/7  news  cycle,  but  it's  also 
the  nature  of  humanity's  slide 
into  sin  and  perversion. 

Throwing  top  much  at  us  at  one 
time  is  a  Key  weapon  in  Satan's 
arsenal.  It  discourages  us  and 
makes  us  want  to  retreat  to  a 
calmer  spiritual  locale,  but  that7 s 
really  not  fire  place  for  Christians. 

VW  may  not  get  to  set  the  pace,  but  we 
get  to  fight  the  good  fight  -  and  the 
place  for  us  is  in  the  fight.  The  outcome 
aupto  God. 

One  of  the  issues  that  has  gained 
ground  while  we  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed  of  late  with  other  news  is  the 
advance  of  homosexual  rights  in  this 
country.  While  we  were  rightly  address¬ 
ing  the  wrongness  of  killing  human 
embryos,  funding  foreign  abortions  as  a 
matter  of  U.S.  policy,  and  the  many  other 
problems  facing  this  country,  the  homo-  _  „  ,  t 

sexual  agenda  nas  made  a  great  deal  of  Massachusetts 
progress  under  our  radar  screens.  homosexual  m< 

The  Vermont  Senate  approved  a  bill  Baptist  Press 
this  week  by  a  veto-proof,  76-4  majority  rent  updates  oi 
that  would  recognize  homosexual  mar-  in  other  states: 


\:T.'  v7i  HI  bf/vW  9exual  marriage  on  Feb.  28  when  speaking 

L  L  *  /■*  to  a  dinner  benefitting  Garden  State 

>c>^aY  Ml  A  "  "  (  Equality,  a  homosexual  organization. 

_ NSii  “I'm  a  Democrat  and  I’m  straight  and  I 

WTMIH  . -rinMHhl  believe  in  marriage  equality,”  he  said, 

_ ; _ rwygr....)  according  to  The  Star-Ledger.  “...If  we 

riages  as  legitimate,  legal  unions  in  that  work  together,  2009  will  be  the  year  when 
state.  The  state's  House  of  I  willtake  this  pen  out  of  my  pocket  and 
Representatives  is  also  expected  to  green  we  will  sign  the  marriage  equality  bUl." 
light  the  measure,  although  possibly  not  •  In  New  Mexico,  a  bill  that  would  have 

by  a  veto-proof  majority.  legalized  same-sex  domestic  partnerships 

That  leaves  the  veto  of  Republican  was  defeated  Feb.  26  in  die  Senate  by  a 
Governor  Jim  Douglas,  who  has  blasted  vote  of  25-17.  Gov.  Bill  Richardson  had 
the  legislature  for  taking  up  the  bill  when  supported  die  bill,  which  would  have 
there  is  other  more  pressing  business  at  granted  same-sex  couples  die  legal  bene- 
hand,  as  the  last  possible  barrier  to  legal-  fits  of  marriage. 

ized  homosexual  marriage  in  Vermont.  •  In  Hawaii,  a  bill  that  would  legalize 

"I  will  not  stand  by  and  let  someone  tell  same-sex  civil  unions  deadlocked  in  a 
me  that  just  because  of  someone's  sexual  Senate  committee  3-3  on  Feb.  25,  and  is  in 
orientation  they  can  or  cannot  be  a  good  limbo  following  an  outpouring  of  opposi 
parent"  said  Democratic  Senator  John  don  from  Christians. 

Campbell,  the  bill's  outspoken  sponsor.  Indeed,  it  is  dizzying  to  try  to  keep  up 

If  die  bid  becomes  law.  Vermont  will  be  with  all  the  present-day  issues  that  could 
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T would  like  to  encourage  all 
I  mjf  :  fellow  Southern 
X  Baptists  to  join  me  at  our 
annual  meeting  June  23-24  in 
Louis  ville,  Ky. 

It  has  been  a  joy  and  privi¬ 
lege  serving  as  your  president 
die  past  nine  months.  I  have 
traveled  to  many  of  your  states 
and  witnessed  first-hand  the 
way  the  Lord  is  moving  in  so 
many  places.  That  has  been  so 


See  you  in 
Louisville! 

By  Johrmy  M.  Hunt,  president 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


March  26, 2009 


MOBILE,  Ala.  (BP) Ed  "It  could  hdp  us  streamline 
ton  believes  that  in  a  time  of  when  we  go  budget  cutting  and 
spue  cultural  changes  and  eco  having  to  deal  with  difficult 
mic  uncertainty.  Southern  things?  Litton  added.  "What  rsal- 
ptists  face  both  danger  and  ly  is  mission  essential  hete?  What 
portumty.  The  danger,he  says,  can  we  afford  to  get  rid  of  and 
hat  churches  will  retreat  into  a  what  can  we  never  afford  to  get 
e  place,  while  the  opportunity  rid  of?  Those  kinds  erf  questions 
o  trust  God  and  see  Him  move  are  being  dealt  with  every  day  by 
werfuHy  to  change  people’s  pastors  all  over  this  country.' 
arts  and  transform  society.  As  he  consulted  with  SBC 

As  president  of  the  Southern  President  Johnny  Hunt  about 
Convention  (SBC)  the  need  for  a  "Great 
a  Commission  resurgence" 
among  Southern  Baptists, 
Litton  found  himself  reminded 
of  Philippians  2:2  —  "Make  my 
joy  complete  by  being  of  the 
same  mind,  maintaining  the 


BAPTISTS 


Baptist  Convention 
Pastors'  Coni,  Litton  is  crafting 
program  for  the  annual  meeting 
m  Louisville,  Kyv  that  he  hopes 
will  spark  the  latter  .  He  is  chal¬ 
lenging  pastors  to  exert  unusual 
effort  to  help  that  happen. 

"We’re  in  a  time  of  seismic 
change  in  our  culture.  There  are 
huge  shifts  taking  place,"  said 
Litton,  who  is  pastor  of  First  wondering  how  things  would  be 
North  Mobile  Church  in  different  if  all  Southern  Baptists 
Saraland,  AL,  "and  people  are  truly  had  the  mind,  love,  spirit, 
feeling  a  lot  of  economic  pres-  and  purpose  of  Christ, 
sure  today.  There's  a  palpable  We  came  up  with  the  idea  of 
fear  and,  I  sense,  a  withdrawing,  asking  the  simple  question, 
"That's  dangerous.  The  dan-  What  if?*"  Litton  said.  It’s  a 
ger  is  that  we  re  going  to  kind  of  counter-factual.  If  we  answer  that 
lock  up  and  ride  this  thing  out  question  correctly  as  God  s  peo- 
when  we  have  a  great  opportu-  pie,  1  am  convinced  we  will  expe- 
nity  to  trust  God,  to  Believe  rience  a  resurgence  of  the  Great 
God,  and  to  reach  out  more  dur-  Commission  in  Southern  Baptist 
ing  this  crisis  than  ever  before."  life.  It  will  helpms  focus  in  very 
The  dramatic  political  and  difficult  times  in  this  country  and 
social  changes  occurring  in  throughout  the  world. 

America,  from  the  rise  of  Organized  under  the  "What 
aggressive  atheism  to  the  if?"  theme,  the  2009  Pastors’ 
shooting  of  a  pastor  in  the  pul-  Conference,  set  for  June  21-22 
pit,  should  drive  Christians  to  in  Louisville,  will  bring  pastors 
evaluate  their  priorities  in  light  together  to  seek  a  transforming 
of  their  mission,  Litton  said.  revival  of  passion  for  the  Great 
"I  would  love  to  see  a  pas-  Commission, 
sionate  revival  to  the  Great  Litton  said  the  program  will 
Commission.  I  think  the  Great  feature  a  widely  varied  slate  of 
Commi  ssion  solves  a  lot  of  those  speakers: 
problems  for  us  because  ulti-  •  J.D.  Greear,  Summit 
mately  it's  the  transformation  of  Church  in  Durham,  N.C. 
people's  hearts  that  matters,"  he  •  Mac  Brunson,  First 

said!  "We  need  to  come  back  to  Church  in  Jacksonville,  FI. 
the  Greet  Commission  and  say,  •  Chuck  Colson,  Prison 

1 _ .1 _ a _ • _  I _ A.  Ja'  CoIUunkin 
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•  Fred  Later  Jr.,  Franklin  Many  years. 
Avenue  Church  in  New  Orleans  Conference  presiden 

•  Johnny  Hunt,  First  Church  megachurches  that  car 

in  Woodstock,  Ga.  write  the  majority 

•  David  Platt,  Church  at  expense,  Litton  said.  Th 
Brook  Hills  in  Birmingham,  Al.  economic  situation,  1 

The  program  also  includes  has  created  a  need  for  e 
former  Southern  Baptist  pas-  range  of  participation 
tor  and  2008 presidential  can-  dal  support  Hie  websi 

_ _ _ ^  didate  Mike  Huckabee.  Pastors'  Conference,  s 

Conference,  set  for  June  21-22  A  key  influence  in  shaping  now  has  a  donation 

program  was  the  fact  that  make  mat  easier,  he  sai< 
few  young  pastors  partid-  Litton  sfi< 
ed  in  the  2008  ar  nuai  meet- 
in  Indianapolis,  Litton  said. 

Some  of  our  lineup  is 
igned  to  include  younger 
pie  who  have  a  message  and  gence' 
lice  that  fits  the  theme  we  are 
renting,  who  demonstrate  in 
x  ministry  and  their  life  a 


Jesus  Chnst  t 

Requests  the  -- 

Honor  rrf 
Your 

\  Presence 
in  Heaven! 


ieves  that 
.  jfists  are 
they  will  rally  to 
(ther  it’s  about  a 
"Great  Commission  resur- 
■“  or  getting  more 
involved  in  supporting  the 
Pastors'  Conference. 

•  This  is  a  time  for  us  to 
commitment"  to  the  Great  walk  by  faith  and  to  live  out 
Commission,"  Litton  said.  "I  .  our  faith  and  ti>  believe  God.  I 
want  to  appeal  to  pastors  to  bring  think  that's  happening  all 
a  younger  pastor  with  them."  over  the  convention. 

Another  difference  this  year  is  Churches  are  going  to  rally," 
that  Litton  is  issuing  a  broad  he  said.  "We  wont  through 
appeal  for  donations  to  support  Hurricane  Katrina  here  in 
toe  conference,  which  could  cost  Mobile,  and  it  was  amazing 
as  much  as  $140,000.  The  Pastors'  how  Southern  Baptists  rallied. 
Conference  must  raise  the  entire  I've  never  been  more  proud  to 
cost  of  the  conference  each  year.  be  a  Southern  Baptist. 

"We  are  asking  churches,  "I  think  this  is  our  hour  to 
large  and  small,  to  consider  giv-  do  that,  even  economically,  in 
ing  something  to  support  the  this  country." 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
train  God  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you 
0  have  sinned.) 

* 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  With  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him. 
tothemhegave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  trite 
believe  in  his  name.  *  (John  1:12} 

If  you  make  a  decision  far 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  * 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritm- 
al  guidance. 


Fetal  harvest 

s  ■  .  <  >  ■  .  '  ■ 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  top  British  scientist  has  rec¬ 
ommended  research  into  the  transplantation  of  kidneys  and 
livers  from  aborted  babies,  prompting  an  outcry  from  pro¬ 
life  advocates.  Richard  Gardner,  an  Oxford  University  stem 
cell  specialist  and  an  adviser  to  Britain’s  Human 
Fertilisation  and  Embryology  Authority,  proposed  studies 
using  organs  from  aborted  nirtn an  beings  at  a  recent  bio¬ 
medical  conference,  according  fo  a  March  11  report  in  the 
Daily  Mail,  a  British  newspaper.  "It  is  at  least  a  temporary 
solution"  to  the  organ  donor  shortage,  Gardner  said.  Nearly 
7,000  of  the  8,000  Brits  on  transplant  lists  need  kidneys,  the 
Daily  Mail  reported.  Stuart  Campbell,  a  British  obstetrics 
and  gynecology  professor,  endorsed  the  proposal  If  babies 
"are  going  to  ne  terminated,  it  is  a  shame  to  waste  their 
organs,"  Campbell  said,  according  fo  the  newspaper  "I  am 
sure  very  few  of  those  cm  the  transplant  list  would  rather 
die  than  accept  an  organ  from  an  aborted  fetus."  Pro-life 
advocates  on  both  sides  of  foe  Atlantic  decried  the  sugges¬ 
tion.  Some  said  it  presented  the  possibility  of  abortions 


Freddie  Cook,  37-year-veteran  of  service  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  retires  as  head  of  maintenance  at 
Gulfshore  Assembly,  Pass  Christian.  Cook  supervised  a  full-time  staff 
of  eight  as  well  as  another  12  people  during  the  summer  season. 


being  scheduled  to  coincide  with  transplants,  foe  Daily 
Mail  reported.  "This  is  about  as  scary  as  foe  news  can  get," 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  President  R.  Albert 
Mohler  Jr.  wrote  in  a  March  16  commentary.  "Here  we  con- 
!  front  a  serious  proposal  to  use  aborted  fetuses  as  factories 


Clarke  College  receives  an  organ  for  the  first  time  in  its  history. 
The  new  Bald  wyn  5-A  with  a  retail  value  pf  $3,600  is  a  gift  of  the  T.A 
Gilbert  family.  Meridian,  in  memory  of  their  son,  1st  Lieutenant 
James  Kenneth  Gilbert,  who  was  killed  during  World  War  II. 


for  spare  organs  arid  .tissues.  Having  commodified  the 
human  embryo  and  then  allowing  its  destruction  in  foe 
name  of  medical  progress,  foe  fetus  Is  next  in  line." 


March  26, 


I  would  point  out  that  things 
will  continue  to  change.  For 
folks  who  may  be  older,  you 
may  not  think  that  is  good  news 
since  you  fund  it  so  difficult  to 
adjust  However,  I  find  it  very 
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MEADOWVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Stark  vi  lie,  MS,  is  seeking  pianist 
Please  send  resumes  to  300  Linden 
Circle,  Sttrkville,  MS  39759.  altn: 


MANTES  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of 
Webster  County  is  corTentiy  seeking 
•  part-time  minister  of  music  Please 
send  resume  to  search  commute,  cfo 
Mantee  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Bo* 
Hit,  Mantee,  MS  39751 _ 


&  families:  Clearview  Baptist  Church,  and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
Birmingham,  Alabama  is  accepting  jadcson,  877-477-1 B99  . 
resumes  lor  the  position  of  full  -time  CABIN  IN  GATUNBURG  FOB  RENT: 
Minister  to  Children  &  Families.  Send  2  bedrm  2  bath,  toll  kitchen.  Gnat  view 

siKtrarss-gs  sMa&BSMBir 

jsm  g^-raag^awfa 


NORTHSIDf  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Vicksburg,  MS.,  is  seeking  fuli-time 
Pastor.  Send  resumes  to  pastor 
search  committee,  2B  Mingo*  Road, 
Vicfcsbum,  MS  39183. 

WEATHERSBY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Mendenhall,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  min¬ 


ister  of  music  and  to  work  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Please  send  resume  to  search 
committee,  Weathersby  Baptist 
Church,  104  Churdl  Si,  39114 


Fastsidt  Baptist  Church,  Bebron*. 
Miss.,  Send  resume  to  Eastside 
Baptist  Church,  BOB  Virginia  Street, 
Betzoni.Ms  39036-  Or  email  to  east 
sidebaptistcBbellsouth.net.  Cali 
662-247-3844  M-F  8-12  or  leave  a 

message.  _  J* _ 

NORTH  COLUMBIA  SAPTlST 
Church,  Columbia,  Miss.,  is  seeking 
a  full-time  minister  of  music/educa 
Hon.  Please  email  resumes  to 
ncbcl  •hotmaW.com  or  mail  them  to 
P.  Q  Box  271,  Columbia,  MS  30429 
HOLCOMB  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Holcomb,  Miss.,  »  seeking  a  part-time 
ywdb  minister.  Please  send  nswne  to 
youth  search  commlace,  ctoHBC  12135 
Mwy.  8  West,  Grenada,  MS  38901. 


•LifiSfcy 


tnc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals  For  more 
information  call  662  4S3-7424  or  fa* 
us  at  662-455-6743. 


dScount  BArmnoBisfEm.ES.  ******  Z'TrTZ 

gUs,  carpet,  signs.  Chu.ch  Supply 

Company  oi  Texas,  600-728-829).  W  i 

FOtUTlME  PASiOR  NiEDED  AT  FBC  D  ^  ,fis 

Morgan  City,  Louisiana.  Prefer  Southern  «*SVS  W  CABIN  »  4  B  AT  LWCE 
Baptist  Seminary  and  pastoral  experience,  kmcolo.  Perfect  get  away.  Catl  for 
Send  resume  to  FBOC,  1915  Victor  tl  ln,°  01  hep  bure  at  601  643-8B1 7  or 

Btvd,  Morgan  City  IA,  703A0  or  email  to  «g-94a-MlftT,:  v  ini>,-  -  '  _ 

jerryBrnoeijanc  ityrentals.com.  SUMNfB^GlASSWORRS,  INC,  serving 
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Featured  Presenters 

Daniel  Caldwell 
Ronald  Meeks 
Wayne  VanHom 
C.  Alan  Woodward 


Monday,  April  20 


601-292-3305 
1-800-748-1651,  mt. 
305 

ltmodonn8li@mbcb.org 


Brandon 

Justified  Jug  Band,  Olive  Branch 
Bill  King;  Conrad  Howell; 


FOCUSING  ON  KINGDOM  ESSENTIALS 
May  30,  2009 

.  9  a.m.  -  2:30  pan..  Temple  BC,  Hattiesburg 


P.J.  Scott;  Daniel  Hall; 
Dulcimers  Band,  Northeast 
FBC  Choir,  New  Albany; 
FBC  Choir,  Calhoun  City 


A  conference  for  congregational  leaders  seeking 
spiritual  strength  and  refreshment  so  that  they  may 
serve  more  effectively  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 


FBC,  Louisville 
Preacher:  Argile  Smith,  Biloxi 

Ragger  Roos,  women’s  ensemble; 
Sonrise,  men’s  ensemble,  FBC  Jackson; 
Mickey  Bounds;  Gordon  Sansing; 
Talmadge  Smith;  Daniel  Hall; 
Forrest  Smith; 

FBC  Choir,  Madison 

netreai  m 

May  25-26 
FBC,  Biloxi 

Preacher:  Bill  Baker,  Clinton 

John  Yates;  Judy  Marby; 

Bill  Patterson;  Irene  Martin; 
Don  Stewart;  Daniel  Hall; 
First  Love,  ladies  quartet,  Jackson; 
Cottage  Hills  Choir,  Mobile 


The  REFRESH  Conference  is  for  you  if  you  are 
serving  in  a  church  leadership  role  and  feel  you 
need  spiritual  encouragement  in  fuffiiring  your 
responsibilities.  Or  if  you  need  new  insight  and 
training  related  to  your  assignment,  REFRESH 
will  outline  the  newest  approaches. 

There  will  be  traditional  age-graded  leadership 
workshops  and  electives  to  please  staff 
members,  key  leaders  and  bi-vocationals. 


CONFERENCE  HEADLINERS 

\1/|11aa  y nunnlm  ^nanlrif 

i/On  yvtiion  -  wynorc  opeaK&r 

T.W.  Hunt  -  Speiwaf  Growth  for  Leaders 
Tony  Merido  -  Stmday  Sermon  Preporahon 
Levon  Gray  -  Worship:  Tfen,  Now  and  Power 
Tommy  King  -  Balancing  Bwcofional  Ministry  and  Uestyie 


For  more  information,  contact  laura  Marter  in 


Mission  Strategy  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  800-748-1651,  ext.  231, 
601-292-3231,  or  E-mail:  lmarier@mbcb.org 


Missions  Extravaganza  for  Preschoolers  and  Children 

1st  -  6lh  grade  children  who  are  accompanying  their  parents  to  the  conference 
are  invited  to  participate  in  a  Missions  Extravoganza  The  Preschool  Ministry  Dept, 
of  Temple  Baptist  Church  will  provide  child  care  for  preschoolers  attending  the  con¬ 
ference  with  their  parents.  There  is  no  cod  for  the  Extravaganza  or  child  care, 
however  preregistration  is  required.  To  register  call  Diane  ir  jeafl 
Howell  at  Temple  Baptist  Church  (601)  4503069. 

Deadline  to  register  is  May  1 5,  2009. 


Conference  Hotel 
Microtel  Inn 
(601)  450-1592 

105  Westover  Drive 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39042 
Rate:  $75  available  through 
April  29  -  after  that  regular 
rotee  apply. 

Ask  tor  group: 
REFRESH  Conference 


For  more  information  on  these  events, 
call  Glenn  Shows  at 
601-292-3373  or  800-748-1651,  ext  373, 
or  to  preregister  can 
1  -800-748-1 651,  ext.  216 
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PACK  YOUR  BAGS! 
Pt  jsc^sttr  now  towoetve 
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ANNUAL  MISSIONS  CELEBRATION 
WITH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Saturday,  May  2, 10:30  a.m.  -  noon 

ss> 


Featuring ... 

Worship  Leader  -  April  Wesbrooks 
Donna  Swart s,  President 


"  Mississippi  WMU 
Kay  Cassibry,  Executive 
?  ^  Mississippi  WMU 
tt  &  Shea,  I  MB  Repres 


Registration  required  for  lodging  and/or  meats 
For  registraion  info:  601-292-3317, 
1-800-748-1661,  ext.  317.  orlmiaer@mbcb.org  ■ 

V  — y-  ** . ^  ... 

You  may  also  check  our  Web  site  at 
mbcb.org/mission_strategy/Wmu 


- 


Students  and  Adult  leaders  -  $200  If  registered  by  May  1 

$250  if  registered  May  2  -  June  3 
NO  REGISTRATIONS  OR  REFUNDS  ACCEPTED  AFTER  JUNE  3. 

DEADLINES  STRICTLY  ENFORCED! 

For  a  registration  CD  Pocket,  contact  Ren*  Edwards  at 
1-800748-1651 ,  «xt.  284,  gr  E-moil  redwordiOmbcb.org.  Youconabo 
download  forms  from  our  Web  site:  mbdb.org  or  mMUpenummer  rnm 


*U,  Celebrations 


i 


April  28,  noon 
FBC,  Houston 


H  4 


nmsDAjt 

April  28,  7  p.m. 
Anchor  BC 
Water  VallevTmft 


•5  ■».  .  . 


Birmingham,  AL 

Worship  Leader 

Dave  Hunt 

■■■■■Hi  Nashville,  TN 

SUPER  SUMMER  2009 

i  and  Registration  Schedule 


National  leaders  from 
Crown  Financial 
Ministries  will  ho 
two  seminars  to 

quid*  you  in  h<^p<; ; 
your  church  family 
become  DECT  FRFIL 
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Ivlri  Mississippi 

PARENTS  FELLOWSHIP 


mm  "Mississippi 

MISSIONARY  FELLOWSHIP 


601-292-3317 
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£  (  Missionary 


cun  sidy 
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TamuyTtES*!™  rfatcfiez,  Mississippi  Ju 

TamtfyFEST** is  a  pre-packaged  missions  trip  for  registration  deadunk 

families,  adult  teams  and  student  teams.  It  is  ministry  ***  18  REGUL 

driven.  This  FamilyFEST  is  a  partnership  between  p^Xof  2  $225 

national  WMU*  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  depart-  Famj  *  ^3  $325 

ments  (MS  wMu,  the  Men’s  Ministry,  and  Adams  Baptist  Farnity  of  4  $400 

Association  and  local  participating  churches).  FamlyofScirmore  $500 


CALL 

(205}  991 -SI  00 
OR  VISIT 
www.wmu.com/ 
voiunteerconnectioo 


State  contacts:  Tammy  Anderson  (MS  wMu)  or  Don  Gann  (Men’s  Ministry)  1-800-748-1651 


Woolmarket  BC,  Biloxi 

Registration  7:30  a.m. 
Conferences  on  the  hour 
beginning  at  8  til  noon 

MS  Dept,  of  Health  approved 


Christian 

Education 


VtflllllV*  j  Cosponsored  by  ti*  Gulf  Coast  Baptist 

- - “ - 1  Association  and  theMKsisvppt  Baptist 

Cost  $5  at  the  door  Convention  Board 

Classes  for  infants  and  cjesre  of  Mississippi  Baptists  and  tii 
Toddlers  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association  to  offer  quau 

_  av  4V  _  cv  Christian  training  for  those  who  affect  the 
'  lives  of  Mississippi  most  precious  cituens 

After  school  care 

For  questions  and  preregistration,  please  call  228-832-43!  I 


For  more  info:  ^ 
Church  Music  Department 
601-292-3267 
1-800-748-1651,  ext  273 
or  palford@mbcb.org 
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>rt  liquor  sales.  I'd  have  give  A  SHAME 
is  them  strong  consideration,  I 

!_ _ <  many  committed  Editor: 

Isn’t  it  a  shame  that  only  one 
out  of  six  Southerfi  Baptist  U.S. 
i  associat-  Congressmen  wrote  anything 
which  has  concerning  the  sanctity  of 
1 — nan  life?  With  a  president 
who  has  made  it  very  dear  that 

_ _ _ _ idly  sup-  he  wholeheartedly  supports 

si  port  any  party,  because  par-  the  pro-choice  agenda,  only 
hs  ties  have  their  own  agendas  Heath  Shuler  (D.-N.C.) 

that  too  often  an;  counter  to  expressed  his  concern  over  the 
he  what  we  believe.  protection  of  life  at  all  stages, 

re  Richard  C.  Ric’  Cochran  this  is  a  sad  indictment  on 

w>  Brandon  the  five  who  remained  silent  on 

y:  this  issue  and,  to  some  degree 

id  >  due  to  their  denominational 

CALL  ME  CLIPPER  affiliation.  Southern  Baptists  as 

rt-  v  a  whole.  Whether  he  for  lack  of 

or  Editor:  courage  or  fear  of  rebuke,  these 

_ ^  >r-  You  might  call  me  a  clipper,  men  have  faded  to  use  die  plat- 

_  tion.  I'm  afraid  we’ve  gotten  Every  week  I  dip  something  form  God  has  provided  them  to 

HB  1441  in  die  Mississippi  lazy,  though,  and  voted  for  from  The  Baptist  Record,  if  if  s  stand  against  die  moral  failures 
nslature  seeks  once  again  to  Republicans  without  consider-  only  Dr.  Futral’s  Directions  col-  of  our  country, 
oxide  die  will  of  the  majority  ing  where  they  stand  on  other  umn.  Please  never  leave  out  the  As  Southern  Baptists  and 

Rankin  Courtly  voters  issues  and  where  their  Way  of  Salvation.  I  have  Christians  in  general,  we  should 
-messed  in  previous  elections.  Democrat  opponents  stand.  clipped  that  out  and  mailed  to  care  more  about  American's 
a  bill  that  seeks  resort  status  for  Given  a  choice  between  a  some  people  in  the  State  of  moral  compass  than  our  current 

■as  around  the  state  where  Democrat  against  abortion,  Washington.  economic  woes.  Thank  you, 

uor  can  be  offered  by  the  glass,  the  spread  of  gambling,  and  I  teach  an  adult  Sunday  Congressman  Shuler,  for 

School  class  and  always  find  Sharing  your  Christian  convic- 

"  . . . . . . . tior*«  without  shame  or  fear. 

Thanks  also  goes  to  our  editor, 
William  Perkins,  foe  consistent¬ 
ly  printed  articles  concerning 


itor.  inserted  in  lines  171-175  to  thwart  know 

I  am  delighted  to  read  that  let-  die  will  of  Rankin  County  voters:  Christian  Baptists  who  are 
>  to  the  editor  will  be  revived  Any  facility  that  is  located  with-  Democrats,  yet  Mississippi 
1  printed  in  The  Baptist  in  a  municipality  that  is  bordered  Baptists  are  too  often 
:ord.  It  fa  interesting  and  by  the  Pearl  River,  traversed  by  ed  with  the  GOP  — .. 
irmative  to  read  what  fellow  Mississippi  Highway  25,  adjacent  let  us  down  on  many  issues  human 
?tfats  have  to  say  and  share  on  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Jackson  including  onshore  gambling. 

•ioas  topics.  The  pictures  of  International  Airport  and  is  beat-  We  should  not  blindly  sup 
unch  activities  are  good,  as  aljZL.iL  JdM.  Mi. . wM  port  any  party,  because  par- 


INDNOMi 


lliam  Carey 
Jpiversity 


ortion  and  other  social  ills. 

Joey  Barnard,  pastor 

Mt.  Olive  Church,  Smithdale 


Gulfport  New  Orleans 


1.  Lincoln  County  native 
W.J.  Hughes  died  on 
Mar,  14.  Ordained  by 
Qilvary  Baptist  in 
Pascagoula  m  1949, 
Hughes  was  a  1953 
graduate  of  Mississippi 
College,  and  1958  gradu¬ 
ate  of  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  started  four 
churches  while  in  school, 
including  Morgantown 
Baptist  in  Natchez,  which 
met  for  its  first  service 
under  a  pecan  tree. 
Hughes  married  Dorothy 
Nichols  of  Louisiana; 
they  became  missionaries 
with  title  SBC's  Home 
Mission  Board.  He  was 
responsible  for  starting 
nine  works  in  North 
Dakota  and  Minnesota, 
led  five  works  in 
Wyoming  at  the  same 
time  -  three  were  consti¬ 
tuted  as  churches  on  the 
same  day,  March  4,  1973 
—  and  was  responsible 
for  the  start  of  32  works 
in  Montana  before  he 
retired  in  1992.  He  contin¬ 
ued  in  ministry  until  his 
death  that  followed  short¬ 
ly  after  a  stroke. 
Memorials  may  be  made 
•.  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  North 
American  Missions.  Cards 
may  be  sent  to  Dorothy 
Hughes  at  14913  Twelve 
OaKs  Dr.,  Choctaw  OK 
73020.  Survivors  include 
three  sons,  a  daughter, 
and  13  grandchildren. 


1.  Pianist  and  poet  Oni  Buchanan  will  perform  in  concert 
March  26  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Smith  Auditorium  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  of  William  Carey  University. 
Tickets  are  $10  general  admission  and  $7  for  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  Tickets  may  be  purchased  at  the  door  or  in  advance 
by  calling  (601)  318-6179  or  318-6175.  There  is  a  reception 
for  Oni  Buchanan  immediately  following  the  recital  in 
the  Lucile  Parker  Art  Gallery,  hosted  by  the  Delta 
Omicron  Music  Fraternity. 

2.  An  Evening  with  Faculty  and  Friends  will  be  presented 
by  the  Bine  Mountain  College  department  of  fine  arts  at 
7:30  p.m.  March  26,  in  Garrett  Hall  Auditorium.  Jerri 
Lamar  Kantack,  Jeremy  Owens  and  Larry  Wimberly,  all 
members  of  the  BMC  music  faculty,  will  perform  classi¬ 
cal  and  American  traditional  works  by  composers  as 
Handel,  Mozart,  Purcell,  Brahms,  Liszt,  Ives,  Floyd  and 
others.  The  BMC  faculty  trio  will  be  joined  by  Tupelo 
friends:  soprano  Vicki  Wilson,  violinist  Svetlana 
Kaltchenko  and  flutist  Nan  Holder.  It  is  a  free  recital  for 
all  friends  of  Blue  Mountain  College. 

3.  Mississippi  College  welcomes  Bum  Page  as  Christian 

Studies  professor.  He  also  serves  as  director  of  the  Institute 
of  Christian  Leadership.  The  54-year-old  Page  will  teach 
New  Testament  and  Old  Testament  classes,  among  other 
duties.  His  teaching  experience  i — - 1—  __  — 


Ask  about  Carey’s 
Free  Throw 
Program 
-  for  first  time 
freshmen. 

You  may  qualify 
for  12  hours 
of  courses 
tuition-free. 


_  includes  service  as  an 

adjunct  professor  at 'William  Carey  University  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  and  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
at  its  Baton  Rouge  extension. 

4.  William  Carey  University  will  begin  offering  a  master  of  bio¬ 
medical  science  degree  in  the  fall  of  2009.Tr»e  master  of  bio¬ 
medical  science  degree  is  an  intense  one-year  program  consist¬ 
ing  of  human  anatomy,  human  microanatomy,  medical  bio¬ 
chemistry,  medical  physiology,  epidemiology,  history  of  medi¬ 
cine,  biomechanics  and  medical  educator.  The  degree  is 
designed  to  afford  the  student  many  opportunities,  such  as 
professional  schools  entry  (osteopathic  DO  and  allophathic 
MD  medical  schools;  dental  school  optometry  school  podia- 
Try  school  Ph.D.  -and  other  doctoral  programs)  and  Job 
improvement  (teaching,  public  health,  pharmaceuticals).  The 
master  of  biomedical  science  degree  is  part  of  William  Carey 
University's  School  of  Natural  and  Behavioral  Sciences.  Fear 
more  information  call  (601)  318-6610  or  (800)  962-5991,  ext.  610. 


3.  Liberty  Hill  Chinch,  Pope  Revival,  Mar.  29  -  Apr.  1;  Sun.,  11 
am,  followed  by  lunch  mid  6  pm;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pm;  lino 
Travino,  speaker;  Frank  West  musk;  Jay  Anderson,  pastor 

4  Branch  Church,  Scott  County;  100th  anniversary.  May  2,  1  -  4 
pm;  ke  cream,  cake,  photos,  memorabilia,  mid  a  few  surprises; 
caB  (601)  732-6067  or  732-6917  for  information. 

5.  ML  Olivet  Church,  Scott  County:  Revival.  Mar.  29  -  Apr.  1; 
Sun.,  10:45  am.  followed  by  covered  dish  lunch  and  5:45 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p  m.;  Shannon  Bums,  speaker;  Bruce 


Robinson,  pastor. 

6.  Plain  way  Church,  Laurel:  59th  homecoming,  Ape.  5;  Charles 
Jones,  Harold  Lshee,  speakers;  dinner  on  the  grounds  following 
■ervice;  for  information,  call  (601)  426-6505. 

7.  Gunniaon  Church,  Gunnison:  Revival  Mar  27-29;  Fit,  7  pm.; 

Sat,  poduck  supper;  4  pm,  followed  by  gospel  music  and 
speaker;  Sure,  11  am.;  Johnny  Bley  and  Butch  Cummins,  speak 
ere.  "  "  > 

&.  Mt  dive  Church,  Okokma:  revival.  Apt  5  -  8;  Sun.,  10:55  am 
and  5  pm;  Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm;  Randy  Rinehart,  speaker;  vari¬ 
ous  musk  specials;  for  information,  calf  (662)  447-2757, 263-4994, 
or  341-0006;  email  bigmcarpentry#h(rtnmil.com 

9.  Rocky  Point  Church,  Carthage:  Revival,  Apr.  5-8;  Sun, 
Sunday  School  10  am;  worship  11  am,  followed  by  lunch,  7 


Sunday  Schc 

pm  raghtty; 


David  Addy,  speaker;  Kim  Hester;  music 


10.  Bethany  Churth,  Potts  Camp:  Revival  Mar.  29  -  Apr.  1;  Sun,  11 
am  and  6p.nv  Mon  -  WfedL,  7  pm;  Douglas  Rakeatraw,  speak 
w  m;  Bobby  Greet  musk. 


Save 

$600-$800  Year 
Can 

O’MIre  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 


for  Sunday":  "Start  on  Monday 
thinking  about  getting  clothes 
ready,  getting  your  house 
clean  (and)  getting  an  after¬ 
church  lunch  plan.  If  you  are 
ready  for  Sunday  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  you  can  have  your 
day  of  rest  and  worship." 

McCoy,  who  led  a  session 
on  laughing  a  little,  said  it  can 
help  ministers'  wives  keep 


First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
his  called  Shannon 
Shivers  as  youth  minister. 
He  comes  from  First 
Church,  Richland,  with  his 
wife  Sandra  and  children, 
Conner  and  Jack. 


Canadian  Rockies  Tour 
Offers  ‘Coot’  Vacation 

14  Days -Dwwrt  June 21  aW9-iw.$S99* 

Join  other  Baptists  on  the  first  day  of  summer,  visiting  both  the  United 
States  and  Canadian  Rocky  Mountains.  Start  in  Sioux  Fate,  SO  for  a 
scenic  three-day  drive  to  Calgary,  Alberta.  In  route,  on  your 
comfortable  motor  coach,  visit  Fargo  and  Bismarck.  NO;  north  to 
Saskatchewan  to  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Academy. 
Canadian  highlights  include  Calgary;  lake  Louise;  Banff  National  Park; 
ride  a  SnoCoach  over  lie  Columbia  toe  Fields;  visit  Canmore,  Alberta; 
Watorton  Lakes  National  Park;  Kanansskis  Country;  Helens  and 
Sittings  MT;  Custer’s  bafiMetd  at  the  Uttie  Big  Horn;  Bhek  HHs 
National  Forest;  Ml  Rushmore  and  Crazy  Horse  National  Memorial; 
legendary  Badlands  National  Park;  and  more!  includes  13  nights 
hotels,  baggage  handling,  and  lots  of  motor  coach  sightseeing  *Per 
person,  doubte  occupancy  plus  $149  tax,  service,  govt  tees.  Airfare  is 
extra  This  w»  be  Pastor  Myers'  fifth  trip  as  a  Biptist  Chaplain  on  a 
YMT  Vacation.  Currently  he  is  interim  pastor  at  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church  in  Columbus,  Mississippi. 


YMT  Vacations  1-800-736-7300 

ProvkSno  Affordable  Vacations  Since  19671 
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Nehemiah 


Avoid  Distraction  (Neh.  6:1-9) 
Once  again  the  enemies  of  th 
Nehemiah  and  the  Jews  attemp 
to  halt  the  work  on  die  wall 


is  Minister  of  Education, 


3.  Consider  Long-  King  of  Babylon.  Hezekiah  we  could  ever  deserve.  Our 

reran  Consequences  acknowledged  that  he  pride  can  raise  its  head  unmedi- 

(Isaiah  395-8)  deserved  Isaiah's  rebuke  but  ately  following  an  answered 

Isaiah  questioned  showed  a  lot  of  selfishness  by  prayer.  We  can  forget  the  all- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stay  Spiritually  Alert 

Isaiah  38:1-*  39:1*2,5-8  \  j  f  | 


who  die  visitors  irresponsibly  proclaiming  that  powerful  Creator  who  has  gift- 
were  that  Hezekiah  the  consequences  of  his  poor  ed,  chosen,  and  blessed  us.  We 

judgment  would  not  come  in  believe  our  accomplishments 
his  lifetime.  can  become  the  results  of  our 

Application  for  Today  skill  and  hand  work,  our  finan- 

We  need  to  flood  heaven  with  dal  security  can  be  what  we 
our  prayers.  Although  none  of  have  earned,  and  our  resources 
us  know  what  God's  will  for  die  show  what  we  think  we  deserve. 

My  friend  Thomas  is  the 
"  >  of  Hezekiah.  He  does¬ 
n’t*  have  to  practice  emergency’ 
prayer  when  there  is  a  crisis  in 
his  life.  He  desperately  seeks 
/day.  Although  he  has 

_ ^ _ „ _  experienced  many  miracles  dur- 

Hezekiah  modeled  ing  his  lifetime,  he  doesn't  forget 
it  our  immediate  that  everything  good  in  his  life 
tuld  be  todevastat-  comes  from  God.  He  is  a  won- 


had  in  his  palace.  In 
Chapter  39,  verse  4, 

Isaiah  asked  pointed- 
.  they 

2.  Guard  Against  Pride  Bowman  seen  .  in  your 

(Isaiah  39:1-2)  palace?"  Isaiah  knew  _. - , -  ..  .. 

Letters  and  a  gift  were  sent  that  very  likely  the  future  is.  He  cherishes  our  j  _ 
to  Hezekiah  from  Merodach-  Babylonians  with  their  "gifts"  earnest  petitions.  James  5:16  opposite 

for  the  (HCSB)  states,  "Therefore  con-  ~  *  1 — “ 
fess  your  sins  to  one  another  and 
^  ^  ^  ^  pray,  for  one  another  that  you 

from  the  King  of  6abylon  and  ally  owned.  The  Babylonians  may  be  healed.  The  intense  God  every 
Hezekiah  was  very  flattered,  could  then  decide  if  they  J,*t‘  ’  L  1  ~ 

He  decided  to  "show  off”  his  wanted  Judah  for  an  ally  or  if 
kingdom's  treasures-the  silver,  they  should  consider  conquer- 
the  gold,  the  spices,  and  the  ing  them.  Hezekiah  answered 
precious  oil.  He  also  showed  the  prophet  with  a  statement 
the  Babylonians  his  armory  that  sums  up  his  behavior, 

.  _ "There  isn't  anything  in  my 

his  treasuries.  Instead  of  storehouses  that  I  didn't  show 

them."  (verse  4b).  Isaiah 

responds  with  the  warning  „ 

from  God  that  one  day  all  of  ment.  Our  dependence  on  Him  anything » 
the  things  that  were  stored  up  and  desire  for  His  will  can  be  for  demoi 
would  be  carried  off  to  manifest  in  our  prayers.  faith  and 

Babylon.  Isaiah  went  on  to  say  Like  Hezekiah,  when  he  was  cious  exan 
that  even  some  of  the  descen-  given  fifteen  extra  years,  we  — 

dants  of  Hezekiah  would  one  neglect  to  honor  the  Lord  who  Bowman 
day  serve  in  the  palace  of  the  has  blessed  us  far  beyond  what  Connection, 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

r-tRACftd  tQ  nuhiieh  *  •••  ;.  .  -i  •-  V  2  ■  -  --  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 

ofaoecM  avanta  ^  ^  *■  Photographs  are  sublet  to  cropping 

«tino  churches  at  ^’^^^VrJDDXSQDDnXSBI  A  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land- 

wwention  scape-,  budding-,  or  object-only  photographs 

m Miration  to  The  f  ^  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho- 

stther  (a!  tvoewrlt-  / A  A  ^  tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 

1  a  1  d  hw  11-inch  News  Hems  and/or  photographs  depicting 

d  on  standardized  m^r  benefits  and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside 

rv.p»p«r  Afl  artt-  organizations  win  no*  be  published.  Deadline 

wriflwno articles  ?  *  •  tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 

telephone  Please  make  articles  concise  Include  submitted  as  a  JPEG  5Be  via  either  (a)  e-mai,  requested  publication  date 

tted  electronically  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  floppy  dfck,  or  (c)  CD.  Articles  that  are  not  date- sensitive  will 

ind  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  Photos  rnuet  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weighted,  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis 

segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number  Oi  phone  photograph#  and  other  low  reach*-  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 

sing  virus  threats,  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  tton  items  are  generally  not  publishable  Lapttst  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 

^accepted  whttTtortattdW  and  digital  printouts  are  Photograph,  am  not  b.  returned.  Pteee.  39205-0530  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 

are  oermissibi©  not  reorodudde.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  If  do  not  attach  photos  with  tap*  or  staples,  baptistrecord0mbcb.org. 


(Isaiah  38:1-6) 
The  prophet  Isaiah 


stem  warning  to  Hezekiah  in 
this  passage.  Isaiah  tells 

Hezekiah  to  put  his  affairs  in  Balauan  in  response  to  were  an  excuse 
order  because  he  would  not  Hezekiah' s  illness.  The  gifts-  Babylonians  to  see  what  trea- 

recover  from  his  illness,  were  delivered  by  an  envoy  sures  the  nation  of  Judah  actu- 

Hezekiah  replied  with  an  imme¬ 
diate  response.  He  turned  his 
face  to  die  wall  to  engage  priva¬ 
cy  and  began  to  pray.  His  con¬ 
versation  with  the  Lord  includ¬ 
ed  his  outward  expression  of  - 

weeping  and  crying.  Amazingly  the  Babylonians  his  armory 

Goa  changed  his  mind  and  sent  and  everything  that  was  found 

a  second  message  through  the  in  Ll_  1— - 

prophet  that  added  fifteen  years  boasting  in  the  Lord's  healing 

to  die  life  of  Hezekiah.  Many  and  the  years  God  had  added 

times  a  prophet's  announcement  to  his  life,  Hezekiah  decided 

of  impending  judgment  was  this  was  a  good  time  to  share 

often  intended  to  motivate  peo-  with  the  Babylonians  all  of  the 

pie  to  avoid  that  sentence  and  resources  he  had  acquired, 

correct  their  disobedient  behav-  These  verses  indicate  there 

ior.  Regardless  of  how  God  was  nothing  in  his  palace  that 
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Just  For  the  Record 


SHARING  GOOD  NEWS  —  Keith  Jefferson  (right)  speaks  with  a  teacher  in  a  village  outside  of  leremoabo, 
Brazil,  )effereon  is  one  ot  nearly  50  African  American  missionaries  serving  overseas  through  the  international 
Mission  Board.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  1MB)  ^  t  *  <  r\’ 


showing  the  Jesus  film.  To  learn  more  about  African 
Coppedge  says.  In  West  Africa,  American  church  work  in  the 
they  found  that  relational  evan-  Mississippi  Baptist 

gelism  —  sitting  down  for  cof-  Convention,  contact  David 
tee  or  a  meal  —  was  foe  best  Michel,  associate  executive 
sharing  technique.  director  for  mission  strategy, 

"We  discuss  God,  religion,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
their  idea  of  how  to  get  to  neav-  Board,  PO.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
en  as  opposed  to  how  we  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
believe,"  Coppedge  says.  (601)  292-3231  or  toll-free  out- 
"Basically,  we  just  share  Jesus.”  side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 

To  team  more  about  231.  E-mail:  lmarler  CPmbcb.org. 
African  American  missions  1  . 

church  strategy,  contact  ,Be  ■***■» 

David  Cornelius  at  (800)  999-  gQ,  Bax  53# 


t.  Woodland  Hills  Chun*  keybowf  festival 

1.  Woodland  Hills  Church,  jHHg  recognizes  its  7. 

Feb.  28  State  Youth  Keyboard  Festival  participants 
and  summer  scholarship  recipients.  Shown,  back 
row,  are  Philip  Shackelford,  Matt  Gully,  Evan 
Ciarioni,  Hobby  Baine,  and  Kipp  GUI.  Front  row,  8. 

Selah  Weems,  Morgan  Gaugnr,  Kristen  Roark, 

Murakami  Carpenter,  Marissa  Ffipp,  Shannon 
Kynerd,  and  Jennifer  Hartline.  , 

2.  Bethel  Church,  Water  Valley,  is  hosting  a  mis¬ 

sions  conference  Apr.  18,  9  a.m.  -  noon.  Sherry  9.  New  Hop 
Hagerhjelm,  speaker;  Shirley  Berry,  music;  reg-  licensed  Dc 

istfation  fee,  $10/pp  or  $15/couples.  Call  to  _  Shown  are 

register  at  (662)  67S-&508  or  473-2436. 


Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel,  is  hosting  its  6th  annual 
drive- through  crucifixion  Apr.  3-4,  7:30  -  9:30  pm 
For  information,  call  (601)425-2150. 

First  Church,  Batesville,  recognized  Will  and  Erin 
Odom  at  a  awruTussioning  service  Dec.  7.  The  Odoms 
will  serve  as  missionaries  to  Mexico.  PJ.  Scott,  transi¬ 
tional  pa-itor 

Church,  Lauderdale  Association, 

;  Goodman  to  foe  ministry  Jan.  18. 
oodman  and  interim  pastor  Albert 
McMullen  Goodman  is  available  for  supply,  interim. 


and  revivals. 


March  26  2m 


